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I was saying these things and weeping in the most bitter
contrition of my heart, when, lo, I heard the voice as of a
boy or girl, I know not which, coming from a neighbouring
house, chanting, and oft repeating, ‘Take up and read; take
up and read.’ I grasped, opened, and in silence read that
paragraph on which my eyes first fell—‘Not in rioting and
drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in
strife and envying; but put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
make not provision for flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.’
Confessions, VIII.xiia
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