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You are not to ask what each man’s deserts are. Mercy is
not ordinarily held to consist in pronouncing judgment on
another man’s deserts, but in relieving his necessities; in
giving aid to the poor, not in inquiring how good they are.
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Very many deny that the Sacred writers wrote according
to the rules of art. Nor do we contend for the contrary;
for they wrote not according to art, but according to
grace, which is above all art; for they wrote that which the
Spirit gave them to speak. And yet they who wrote on art
made use of their writings to frame their art from, and to
compose its comments and rules.
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